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TEACHERS — INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [10.28 pm]: I rise tonight to place on record my warm 
appreciation and my sincere thanks to the vast majority of Western Australian public schoolteachers, education 
assistants, principals and school administrators who tomorrow, as they do every single day of the school year, 
will be in attendance at Western Australian public schools and will continue to provide the high-quality 
education that they provide to our students. As we heard earlier today, the State School Teachers’ Union of 
Western Australia has called a wildcat strike for tomorrow and has encouraged all teachers to go out on strike. 
We have also heard that, unfortunately, 62 of our schools will be closed tomorrow. But let us put that into 
perspective. Western Australia has 769 public schools. That means that 707 of those public schools will be open 
tomorrow while the other 62 will be closed. It is sad and it is unfortunate that those 62 will be closed, but the 
vast majority by my estimation—92 per cent of our state schools—will be open for business tomorrow and 
continue to educate our children. That is a wonderful thing.  
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: I acknowledge that a lot of those teachers will have some concerns. But despite 
their concerns, they have chosen to put the best interests of their students ahead of wildcat industrial action 
called by a rogue union. 
Hon Stephen Dawson interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: That is why tonight I place on record my thanks to those wonderful people. As 
I said, I acknowledge that some of them have concerns. In time those concerns will be allayed as the discussion 
about new school funding models continues. Those people have a fundamental commitment to providing high-
quality education. That commitment overrides any wildcat strike action. I am sure that the union will have a 
crowd at Gloucester Park tomorrow. Some of them will be teachers and a lot of others will be the usual rent-a-
crowd who comes along and they will wave their banners, as we saw outside Parliament a couple of days before 
the federal election when they ran a Labor Party rally in the guise of a union rally. However, congratulations to 
those thousands of schoolteachers, principals, education assistants and administrators who will stay on the job 
tomorrow and make sure that our schoolchildren continue to receive the highest possible standard of education in 
this state. 

Government members: Hear, hear! 
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